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ISER OUTLINES ARRC ECONOMIC IMPACTS
Recent research quantifies jobs, payroll attributed to ARRC

Alaska Railroad 
Ongoing Projects:

Fairbanks Intermodal Facility

Collision Avoidance System

Fish Passage Improvements

Anchorage-to-Wasilla 
Track Realignment

Anchorage Rail Capacity Study

Whistle Noise Reduction System

Anchorage Yard  Ops Center

Ship Creek Intermodal Center

Improved Sidings & Signals

Whittier Development Planning

Seward Loading

For updates or comments on
these projects, visit the Alaska
Railroad web site at
www.AlaskaRailroad.com

A new report by the University of
Alaska’s Institute for Social and
Economic Research (ISER)
reaffirms what many railroaders
already know - the Alaska
Railroad Corporation (ARRC) has
a significant, positive impact on
the state’s economy and the lives
of Alaskans. In a nutshell, ARRC
spending supports nearly 1,900

Alaskan jobs and pumps more than $83
million each year in payroll into the state’s
economy.

ISER ‘s published report outlines 
ARRC’s economic significance to 
Alaska by examining Railroad 
spending for the 
2001-to-2003 
time period. The 
review found 
that ARRC 
spends an 
average of 
$108 million 
each year in 
Alaska; this is split between 
payroll for Railroad employees 
(41%) and purchases from 
Alaska businesses (59%). 

The $108 million is roughly 
two-thirds of the total average 
annual ARRC expenditures for 
2001, 2002 and 2003. In addition to an

average of 800 ARRC employees, this in-
state spending also supports approximately
1,100 non-Railroad Alaskan jobs ranging
from health care services to restaurants to
retail trade. 

In addition to fiscal value, the ISER report
discusses other benefits that stem from the
Railroad’s existence. For example, ARRC
enables economic development by
providing an efficient transportation link
necessary for Alaska businesses. 

A report summary is included in this issue
of Community Ties. The full ISER report is
available on ISER’s website at
www.iser.uaa.alaska.edu. 
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MOMENT IN HISTORY: TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!
By 1917, the Alaska Railroad construction was well
underway, and construction crews had peaked at
4,500 workers, many residing in an around the
construction town of Anchorage. Pictured is a group

of baseball fans from Anchorage, who are heading to
the town of Potter Creek (later called Potter) along
Turnagain Arm by way of Alaska Engineering
Commission Railway cars.  Baseball games were

frequently played in the town of
Potter Creek and at the Alaska
Engineering Commission
Grounds in Ship Creek.  Games
were later moved to “baseball
field,” in the new town site of
Anchorage.  The Alaska
Engineering Commission
sponsored a number of different
sporting events and teams in the
early years of the Alaska
Railroad.  

he Alaska Railroad’s 2004
Annual Report is now
available on-line at the
railroad’s web site —
www.alaskarailroad.com.
Printed copies are available
after April 15 by contacting
ARRC’s Public Affairs Officer
Tim Thompson, 265-2695.

The picture-packed document
features a review of the Alaska
Railroad’s major accomplishments in
passenger and freight operations,
capital improvements, community
investments, and financial
performance. With total revenues of
$129.5 million and total expenses of
$114.1 million, the Alaska Railroad
netted $15.4 million in 2004. 
Net income, which is all invested
back into the railroad, provides the

critical component to ARRC’s
efforts to modernize its trains,
tracks and infrastructure through
capital projects. More than $82
million was spent in 2004 to
upgrade bridges and the
railbed, and to build several
new facilities, including the
Fairbanks Intermodal Facility
and Anchorage Operations
Center. 

In addition to financial and
infrastructure milestones,
the railroad’s safety results
were right on par with
2003’s record-setting levels. The
Alaska Railroad had fewer and less
severe injuries, and our train incident
rate was substantially lower than the
national average. 

2004 PRODUCES RECORD EARNINGS
Alaska Railroad releases its 2004 Annual Report
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COMMUNITY TIES DISTRIBUTION IS UPDATED, REFINED
Do you want to remain on the newsletter mailing list?

The Alaska Railroad is updating and revising the mailing list for the Community Ties newsletter. It has been
five years since the original mailing list was created, and since that time, ARRC realizes that some contacts
have moved, changed jobs, or simply may not wish to receive the newsletter. 

Community Ties was originally developed to keep community, civic, and government leaders abreast of rail-
road developments. As such, ARRC will continue to send the newsletter to state legislators, city mayors,
assembly, and city council members, along with key planning positions at the state and local level. Executive
directors and officers of statewide business and trade organizations (RDC, ATIA, AOGA, AMA, ATA, AGC, etc.)
railbelt convention & visitors bureaus, state and local chambers of commerce, railbelt school district superin-
tendents / board officers, and community council presidents will also remain on the list. In addition,
Community Ties will continue to be sent to all ARRC land lessees, business customers, and current key proj-
ect contractors and vendors.

If you are receiving this newsletter, and you do not fall into one of the above-noted categories, but do want to
continue receiving Community Ties, please:

• Check the “keep on mailing list” box on the back cover, showing your address, and fax to 265-2365.

• Or email your name and address to wheelers@akrr.com

• Or call ARRC’s Stephenie Wheeler at 265-2671 with your name and mailing information

he Alaska Railroad took part in a recent move
for the 4th Battallion, 123rd Aviation Regiment -
better known as the Arctic
Knights — moving
equipment from Fort
Wainwright, near
Fairbanks, to the Port of
Anchorage, where it was
then shipped to Kuwait.

101 railcars were used to transport
the equipment from the B and C
companies of the 123rd.  

Soldiers and equipment are being
deployed to the Middle East
making this the first time since World War II that this
many company units have been deployed from Fort
Wainwright.

“Our railroad team proved we can be called on for
important, time sensitive movements,” said Pat Gamble,

President and CEO.
“The U.S. military
plays an important
role from its strategic
location in Alaska.
They need to know
they can count on us
when they get the
word to move and
move quickly.  Our
crews can do a great
job for the Army.”

With plans to move more equipment of this size — and
possibly bigger — in the near future, the U.S. Army has
proof that the railroad can and will meet the military’s
shipping needs. 

MILITARY ON THE MOVE
Railroad underscores reliability with transport of Interior’s Army battalion

T
Army rail cars hitch a ride on the Alaska Railroad. 




