
oung architectural visionary Paul R.
Baril adopted Anchorage as home
when he moved here from Los
Angeles in 1992 at age 10. More than
a dozen years later, Baril returned to
his hometown bearing gifts born of
his college pursuits.  On May 31, the
budding architect shared thoughtful,
educated ideas for developing 27 acres

of railroad property at the far west end of the
Anchorage rail yard. Several city and civic
leaders were on-hand to listen. 

Baril began by thanking the Alaska Railroad for
assisting with his architectural graduate thesis
project. The overall goal, he said, was to
provide ideas for enhancing the Ship
Creek District and connecting downtown
to the waterfront.

Anchorage Planning Department
Director Tom Nelson was delighted with
how well Baril•s plans fit with the city-
approved zoning guidelines for the Ship
Creek Area, as well as with the city•s
proposed downtown comprehensive plan.

Anchorage Downtown Partnership
Director Becky Beck was gratified to
learn of the project•s phased approach.
And everyone was excited about the
project•s public plaza as the stand-out
feature showcasing Baril•s talent and
vision.

•I•ve personally seen the city pay millions for
the same type of work,Ž said Assemblyman
Allen Tesche. •I think the next step is to get
developers together to listen to these ideas. Ask
them what is feasible, and what they would
need to pursue the project.Ž 

Baril attended the University of Alaska before
moving to the University of Idaho, where he
earned bachelor•s and master•s degrees in
architecture. While attending school, Baril
interned with Anchorage-based Porath Tatom
Architects, where he continues to work full-
time. 
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COLLEGE THESIS FEATURES SHIP CREEK
Student crafts plans to connect downtown to Ship Creek waterfront

Alaska Railroad 
Ongoing Projects:

Northern Rail Extension

Ft. Wainwright Realignment

Fairbanks-to-North Pole
Rail Realighment

Nenana Realignment

Collision Avoidance System

Curry Quarry Development

Anchorage Rail Capacity EA

Whistle Noise Reduction

Crossbuck Illumination Test

Ship Creek Intermodal Center

Chugach Forest Whistle Stop

South Wasilla Rail Realignment

Seward Freight Dock Expansion

For updates or comments on
these projects, visit the Alaska
Railroad web site at
www.AlaskaRailroad.com

Architect Paul Baril•s vision of an appealing public plaza. 
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he Alaska Railroad and Alaska
Railbelt Marine (ARM)
earned the Argus Rail Business
10th Annual Win-Win Award
during the North American
Rail Shippers Association
(NRSA) annual meeting May
25. The award recognizes the
two companies• successful

revival of rail-barge freight service
between Seattle and Whittier. 

Argus Rail Businessis an industry
publication that discusses various rail
freight issues; readers include shippers
who use rail.  NRSA represents rail
shippers on a national level. The win-
win award honors the best railroad-
shipper partnerships in the industry. 

ARRC began offering rail-barge service
between Seattle and the Lower 48 in
1962, bolstered by development of the
Trans Alaska Pipeline System in the
1970s. By the 1990s, a changing
marketplace, maturing oil industry,
and competing steamship service
reduced demand for rail-barge traffic.
The railroad had to choose: revitalize
the rail-barge business or abandon it. 

ARRC chose the former, first focusing
on commodities that are most
economical to move by rail. ARRC
also found a partner in Lynden•s newly-
created business „ ARM. 

The two companies designed and
constructed three new barges, each
with a capacity of roughly 50 railcars.
So equipped, ARRC and ARM could
offer regular service out of Seattle.
Barges now leave every Wednesday,
creating consistency in what was a
sporadic schedule. 

Greater consistency and capacity has
translated into remarkable growth, so
much so that a fourth barge was put
into service this spring. 

RAIL-BARGE SERVICE GARNERS NATIONAL AWARD
Alaska Railroad and Lynden company recognized nationally for rail-barge link revival
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ARRC ENGAGES IN EMERGENCY RESPONSE EXERCISES
The Alaska Railroad and community
responders continue to build impor-
tant experience in emergency pre-
paredness thanks to springtime exer-
cises that featured passengers injuries
and multi-agency coordination. 

In April ARRC worked with the
Girdwood Fire Department, Alaska
Department of Transportation and
City of Whittier in a situation
involving a simulated passenger train
derailed in the middle of the Anton
Anderson Memorial Tunnel after a
large earthquake dislodged a rock in
the tunnel. 

In May, the Railroad was one of
dozens of players engaged in the
Alaska Shield / Northern Edge exer-
cise that drew federal, state and local

agencies in various disaster and acci-
dent scenarios statewide. 

The scenario with the most agencies
interacting was in Fairbanks May 8.
More than 100 volunteers played
passengers injured after a semi-truck
slammed into the side of a train at a
crossing (simulation only). The rail-
road interfaced with the Fairbanks
Fire Department, Ester volunteer
EMS, Fairbanks Red Cross and
Fairbanks North Star Borough. 

These exercises gave ARRC the
opportunity to work its own incident
command system as well as to work
within the National Incident
Management System.  ARRC and
other responders practiced protocol
when working with other agencies,
and all took stock of the additional
resources needed when passengers are
thrown into the mix. Such lessons
continue to add to a response foun-
dation that gets better and stronger
with each exercise. The exercise stages an overturned semi-truck. 



he History Channel has been in
Alaska since March shooting video,
interviewing Alaskans and
formulating stories for a 13-part
series entitled Tougher in Alaska. The
idea was born from the same
production crew•s two-hour special
on Alaska last year. For that effort,
railroad video was edited out due to

an overabundance of material. However,
producers used exceptional railroad footage to
sell the idea of a longer multi-segment feature
on the state; hence, Tougher in Alaska. 

The crew is expected to wrap up taping by year•s
end, with the first segment to air January 2008.
One segment will feature ARRC. •Most people
have no idea what it takes to run a railroad 365
days a year in an often grueling climate. The
History Channel will tell that story,Ž said
External Affairs Manager Tim Thompson.

The show•s host is Geo Beach, an award-winning
writer, journalist and radio correspondent. A
resident of Alaska since 1983, the former logger,
fireman, medic and commercial fisherman resides
in Homer. 

ARRC IN “TOUGHER IN ALASKA” DOCUMENTARY
History Channel to feature Alaska Railroad in 13-part special on the state
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NCHORAGE: The Alaska Railroad has tripled the size
of its gift shop in the Historic Ship Creek Depot, at
411 1st Avenue. Construction began mid-March on
the original 12-by-12-foot shop located in the
southeast corner of the depot•s passenger holding
area. Completed by mid-June, the project extended
the outer wall about 25 feet to the edge of the
depot entrance. Because displayed merchandise can
be pulled into and out of the larger secured area,

about an hour is saved in shop set-up and closing, allowing
the shop to be open for business longer. Summer hours are
6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. daily.  In addition, the railroad•s
virtual gift shop „ www.alaskarailroad.com/giftshop „  has
expanded the number of ARRC items for sale online. 

FAIRBANKS: The Alaska Railroad•s intermodal facility in
Fairbanks got a little more intermodal May 29, with the
advent of a public bus system connection. Operated by the
Fairbanks North Star Borough, the Metropolitan Area
Commuter System (MACS)•s red and blue line routes will
stop at the depot in the morning Monday-Friday, on request.
Effective July 2, MACS will add an evening stop Monday-
Friday, and expand morning stops to include Saturday.
Morning stops occur at about 7:30 and 8:00 to coincide with
the 8:15 a.m. passenger train departure, while the evening
stop will accommodate the 8:00 p.m. passenger train arrival. 

SEWARD: When extremely dry and windy weather resulted in
an unusual increase in coal dust from trains unloading at the
Seward Coal Loading Facility (SCLF) in February, ARRC
dispatched operations, health-safety-environment (HSE), and
facilities managers to the scene. Immediately, train schedules
were modified and train unloading delayed to minimize dust.
ARRC invited Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation (ADEC) air and water quality specialists to
observe, and hired a local air quality consultant to investigate.
Water spray systems were thawed and retooled to further
suppress dust. By mid-March ARRC formed a task force to
solicit ideas from community leaders and citizens. Led by
ARRC Assistant VP for HSE Mark Mitchell, a board-certified
industrial hygienist (CIP) and safety professional (CSP), the
task force has met March 28 and April 30. 

Even given ARRC•s mitigating efforts, ADEC issued a notice
of violation (NOV) in mid-April. The railroad•s HSE and
facilities management departments continue to work to
respond to ADEC•s concerns and to prevent a reoccurrence.
To assist, ARRC hired outside experts in dust suppression and
dust collection to evaluate the SCLF•s existing systems and
other available technology. Recommendations are due to
ADEC in August. Soon after, the task force will reconvene to
consider expert recommendations and review ARRC•s
response to ADEC•s NOV. 

ALASKA RAILROAD’S REGIONAL ROUND-UP
Anchorage depot gift shop, Fairbanks intermodal facility, Seward coal loading facility

A
Show host plays track laborer.




