


About the DMU:
 
•  Total cost $5.75 million
•  Top speed by design 110 mph, top speed on 
    ARRC 60 mph.
•  4 to 6 times the fuel economy of a passenger train
•  Two 600 hp engines for a total of 1200 hp.
•  Th e third engine only runs the 175kw gen set.
•  Length 89 ft
•  90 seats upstairs, 20 seats downstairs

•  Ht 19’ 10”
•  Max wt. on rail 225,00 lbs.
•  Capable of pulling and providing electricity for two 
    additional coach cars.
•  Two restrooms, one with wheelchair access
•  Baggage area
•  Wilderness Café
•  Wheelchair access

          T C E
A new partnership between the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) provides the 
public with a distinctive travel and recreational experience found nowhere else in the United States.  And the only way 
to get there is on the Alaska Railroad. 

A new  self-propelled railcar called a Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU), the Chugach Explorer, was introduced to the service 
in 2009.  Th is all-in-one unit is suited for the Whistle Stop service because of its ability to stop and start in a short 
distance; and it is 50% more fuel effi  cient, emits 72% less pollution and 75% less noise than a traditional locomotive 
confi guration.  It has the power to pull two additional railcars, or operate independently. � is car is currently used on 
the Glacier Discovery Train. 

� e completed Whistle Stop project will include a series of 5 Whistle Stop stations with restrooms and other amenities. 
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