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C O M PA N Y  P RO F I L E

The Alaska Railroad Corporation is a full-service railroad serving ports and communities from
the Gulf of Alaska to Fairbanks. Owned by the State of Alaska since 1985, the Alaska Railroad
is a self-sustaining corporation that operates without state subsidy, and provides year-round 
passenger, freight and real estate services. 

THE ALASKA RAILROAD’S MISSION

Safety, Service, Profitability.

THE ALASKA RAILROAD’S VISION

Building a Great Railroad across a Great Land.
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E C O N O M I C  I M PA C T

Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER) report, February 2005 

Spending by the Alaska Railroad Corporation supports nearly 1,900 Alaskan jobs and 
pumps over $83 million in payroll into the state economy annually, according to a report released 
by the University of Alaska’s Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER).

ISER’s report outlines ARRC’s economic significance to Alaska by examining railroad 
spending between 2001 and 2003. The review found that over those years ARRC had spent an 
annual average of $108 million in Alaska, split between payroll for railroad employees (41 percent) 
and purchases from Alaska businesses (59 percent).

The $108 million (roughly two-thirds of the average annual ARRC expenditures for 
those years) supports approximately 1,100 non-railroad Alaskan jobs ranging from 
health care services to restaurants to retail trade.

ISER also discussed how the Alaska Railroad benefits Alaska in other ways.  The railroad’s 
existence greatly influences, or in some cases actually enables, economic development 
by providing an efficient transportation link necessary for Alaska. 

For more information on the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s economic impact click on 
the links below to read more of the ISER report

Full Report

Executive Summary

ISER website
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